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A 4-stage scoping process
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Translating the 
SRIA

Scanning the 
field

Mapping nat/reg
priorities

Shortlisting
priority actions

Synthesize gaps and approaches 
identified in all 4 R&I areas

Map and visualize the scientific corpus 
of ‘sustainable food systems’. 

Understand the strengths and 
vulnerabilities of national/regional food 

systems, and research funding 
specificities

List the most pertinent 
and fundable R&I topics



Scoping = A systematic prioritization process

SRIA as a starting point:  Provides the overall thematic 
orientations
Prioritization as a collaborative process
Trade-offs are necessary due to our varying national 

perspectives and preconditions
Portfolio thinking: learning and re-calibration along the 

way. 

Which knowledge gaps are most relevant to address first?
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Translating

Scanning

Mapping

Shortlisting
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Scoping review
process design

all WP3 partners

1st Call Board meeting
(online)

The main principles and 
stages of the scoping 

review are presented and 
approved.

Drafting of topic shortlist
(to EC)

The EC has expressed the wish to 
receive a shortlist of potential topics in 

May.

Digital Scoping Workshop
& Foodpaths Session (hybrid)

Present preliminary results and 
facilitate dialogue with P-partners and 
stakeholders to identify a short-list of 

potential R&I-topics.

1st Partnership Meeting
(Dijon, FR)

Partners agree on a 
prioritized order of the 
shortlisted call topics, 

based on perceived R&I 
significance and 

’fundability’

Timeline – Spring 2024
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’eat’
Safe, healthy and 

sustainable food are
standard in the food

environment, enabling
dietary shifts

’process & 
supply’

Supply-side innovation 
towards carbon neutrality
and circularity, reorienting

the food environment

’govern’
Leverage points for local, 
national, EU and global 
transition pathways –

incentives and co-creation

’connect’
Citizen engagement and 

consumer trust in 
reoriented food systems

SRIA 2023
4 R&I themes
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Area 1 ’Eat’
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Area 2 ’Process & Supply’
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Area 3 ’Govern’
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Area 3 ’Connect’
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How to proceed? Some guiding ideas (1)

• Food safety and nutrition are 2 overarching themes throughout the SRIA
• how do we create ’knowledge & practice”-bridges between these two themes?

• Contextualisation is key to connect all 4 themes (different geographies, 
different institutional settings, different demographic cohorts) 

• food environment are a cross-thematic lever
• Place-based / multi-level perspectives key to ‘implementability’ of  project results

• Food systems approach requires transdisciplinary and multi-actor 
approaches -> the scope of the selected call topic(s) is key

17



18



How to proceed? Some guiding ideas (2)

• Build upon the European added-value of sustainable food systems

• Simultaneously address sustainability transition, profitability and 
societal transformation in European food systems.

• To take with us in the discussion: let’s look at the margins… 
• what emerging themes are the ’next big thing’ in each R&I area? 
• Which ones can bring novelty by connecting multiple research areas?
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Thank You 

Alexandre Dubois
Senior Research Officer, Formas (SE)

Task 3.2-leader (Scoping process)
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